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The American Biological Safety Association (ABSA) Publication Committee has received inquiries from potential authors regarding the most appropriate way to format and write submissions for Applied Biosafety. Several journal articles have described appropriate methodologies for writing a publication-worthy scientific article (Belcher, 2009; Feldman, 2004; Mabe, 2009 ). While there is no single "right" way to write an article for a journal, this editorial provides a brief overview of the manuscript writing process and offers recommendations for the general structure of an article. When writing a scientific paper, having a clearly articulated topic or research question is important; the topic should be relevant and timely; the contents of the article should be focused on the topic, clearly written, and well referenced. The title should be "informative, specific, and concise" (Malmfors et al., 2004) . The specific sections of the article may include an abstract, introduction, results, discussion, and conclusion.
Manuscript preparation can be divided into three main areas: 1) planning and conducting the research; 2) analyzing the data; and 3) writing the article (Shidham et al., 2012) . First let us consider the research itself. To write an article for Applied Biosafety, selecting a topic that addresses "biosafety awareness and best practices to prevent occupational exposures and adverse environmental impacts related to biohazardous releases" is important (ABSA.org, 2014) . The nature of the research can take on a number of different formats including summaries (e.g., regarding laboratory-acquired infections); comprehensive biosafety literature reviews; detailed data analysis (e.g., surveys); research findings; or practical solutions for programmatic issues (e.g., articles that examine new testing devices for safety showers, ergonomic solutions for laboratories, and effective training strategies). The ultimate goal of the research is to further the knowledge base encompassing biosafety principles, engineering, and practices.
Depending on the topic and type of article being written, input from a statistician may be helpful when deciding upon study design and data analysis structure. While statistically significant data strengthen the claims espoused in the article, data that are not statistically significant may also contribute in a positive way to the literature. If the data are not statistically significant, ethically this fact must be stated in the article with an explanation as to why the information is still relevant for biosafety professionals.
Writing the manuscript can be the most difficult part of the entire scientific process. Writing can cause anxiety and stress in terms of increased workload and meeting deadlines, especially if publication is a critical metric for career advancement. Publishing a paper knowing others may critically analyze and even disagree with the findings can seem painful as well. The good news is that publication in Applied Biosafety helps advance an individual's career, as well as fostering the growth of knowledge and promoting further dialogue about topics relevant to biosafety, biosecurity, and the scientific enterprise.
In most journals, "reviewer identity is hidden (singleblind review) to encourage frank commentary by protecting against possible reprisals by authors; and, in some cases, author identities will be masked from reviewers (doubleblind review) to protect against forms of social bias" (Lee, 2013) . The peer review approach used in Applied Biosafety incorporates a double-blind peer review process that fosters the impartial review of the manuscript.
The reviewers at Applied Biosafety assist authors in developing publishable papers and provide constructive and helpful feedback. Reviewers have the ability to insert their edits or comments directly into an author's manuscript, simplifying the identification of, and response to, recommended changes. In addition, reviewers are asked to provide comments with the intention of clarifying the author's viewpoint or premise. If revisions are requested, the author must consider each review point carefully, and, if he or she disagrees with a point, explaining to the reviewers and editors why a particular recommendation should not be incorporated into the manuscript is always an option.
The importance of published, peer-reviewed articles is described in this condensed summary by Michael Mabe (2009) is therefore part of the 'minutes of science' of that discipline and crucial to its practice." The role of the journal is essential to continuing the conversation about scientific and technical discovery within biosafety and biosecurity. Whether an individual is a seasoned professional, just beginning a career, or somewhere in between, acknowledging the importance of writing and presenting facts, statistics, and other pertinent information related to biosafety and biosecurity in a scientific journal is important.
